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4h @): The Legislative Assembly 
Of The Province of Alberta 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE LEGISLATURE ESTABLISHED 
TO REVIEW THE ELECTION ACT 


On March 17, 1972, during the Seventeenth Alberta Legislature, a Special Committee of 
the Legislature was established to review The Election Act and to recommend such amendments 
as it deemed advisable. 


Members of the Committee are: 


Wm. F. PURDY, M.L.A., Stony Plain, Chairman 

Hon. Dr. W. O. BACKUS, M.L.A., Grande Prairie 

EDWARD P. BENOIT, M.L.A., Highwood 

THOMAS W. CHAMBERS, M.L.A., Edmonton Calder 

C. KEITH FRENCH, M.L.A., Hanna-Oyen 

GRAHAM HARLE, M.L.A., Stettler 

JAMES (Bud) MILLER, M.L.A., Lloydminster 

Wm. R. WYSE, M.L.A., Medicine Hat-Redcliffe 

RUSTY ZANDER, M.L.A., Drayton Valley 

Ex Officio Member: Wm. H. MacDONALD, Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 


The Committee advertised in Provincial weekly and daily newspapers asking for opinions 
of the general public in regard to changes within The Election Act. Some 24 letters and briefs 
were received. All letters were acknowledged and discussed during Committee meetings. 


Because of a heavy sessional work load placed on committee members by other Legislative 
procedures, the Committee was unable to reach comprehensive conclusions prior to the Spring 
adjournment. It therefore received approval of the Assembly to complete its review and report 
back during the next ensuing Session. 


In letters received from the general public, concern was expressed over the following 
matters: 


Present enumeration procedures; 

Hospital voting; 

Advance Poll; 

The term British Subject - Canadian Citizen; 
Polling places; 

Election expenses; and 


People working away from the constituency and not being able to get back for advance 
poll or home for voting day. 


Or le CN 
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During its deliberations, the Committee studied the Federal Election Act, The Election 
Act of Ontario and of British Columbia. They also studied a Report of the Representation Com- 
missioner on methods of registration of electors and absentee voting which was done in 1968 for 
the Federal Government. This Report was compiled by a Mr. N. Castonquay. In the Report he 
points out that there are basically two methods of gathering information about electors (such as 
names, addresses and other pertinent facts) necessary to produce lists of electors or electoral 
rolls. Either this information is gathered before each election or it is gathered once and then re- 
tained indefinitely subject to periodic updating. In Alberta the present system calls for lists of 
electors to be prepared from information gathered by enumerators and returning officers after 
an election is ordered and for the printing of such lists before polling day. These lists are used for 
that election only and are thereafter discarded along with the information from which they were 
produced. If the information instead of being discarded were kept and updated from time to time 
for use in the reproduction of all future lists of electors, the result would be a system of continuous 
election electoral rolls. 


The important difference between the two most important common forms of continuous 
election rolls lies in the length of period of time during the year in which deletions may be made to 
the rolls. When there is a stipulated time for registration and the subsequent rolls are in force for 
all elections ordered during a period as long as one year, such rolls are sometimes called permanent 
lists. They are commonly referred to as closed since once they are compiled and revised names 
and particulars of electors cannot be added, corrected or deleted during the period for which the 
lists are in force. The other system of continuous electoral rolls allows for addition, correction and 
deletion to be made to such rolls up to a fixed day before polling day. Both systems are continuous 
in that information once gathered is retained indefinitely, is readily available for reproduction of 
future rolls of electors and allows a short period of three weeks before the day or the ordering 
of election and polling day. In the year 1934 the Parliament in Canada enacted the Dominion 
Franchise Act which was to provide a system of permanent lists. The Act called for the estab- 
lishment of a basic list of electors followed by an Annual Revision between the 15th of May and 
1st of July during which six-week period registration was voluntary. The onus was on the elector 
to register by personal attendance before the Registrar of Electors for the applicable electoral 
division or through an agent whose name appeared on the list of electors in the same electoral 
division. This was found not feasible and on April 6, 1937 a special committee on the Election and 
Franchise Act reported to The House of Commons. The Special Committee reported to the Com- 
mons and was of unanimous opinion that the system of Annual Register of List of Electors as pro- 
vided under The Dominion Franchise Act 1934 did not prove satisfactory. Experience showed that 
the basic list prepared in 1934 was almost obsolete within six months after it was completed. The 
Annual Revision held in the year 1935 was not adequate to remedy the situation. The conclusion 
arrived at was that the yearly revision under the provisions of The Franchise Act could not pro- 
duce satisfactory results and that only through voluntary efforts on the part of members of parlia- 
ment, candidates and political organizations involving great costs of time and money could the 
lists of electors be brought up to date and thoroughly purged. 


The report disclosed that in 1934 the basic list of electors contained 5,918,207 names at 
a cost of $1,217,120. The costs of printing of the basic lists by The Queen’s Printer was $323,130. 
The cost of the Annual Revision between May 15th and July Ist, 1935 and the printing of such lists 
after such revision was $476,192 of which amount $370,474 was for revision. According to the 
figures reached for the continuous preparation of the lists for the years 1936, 1937 and 1938, the 
total cost under the old Act for a permanent voter’s list was $2,222,220. 


The only Province in Canada to have a continuous electoral roll is the Province of British 
Columbia. The registration of voters in British Columbia is handied by a Registrar of Voters ap- 
pointed for each electoral division with the exception of some of the greater areas of British Col- 
umbia. No yearly registration campaign takes place. Persons duly registered who vote at each 
election have their names retained on the electoral roll. If a person moves or notifies the Registrar 
of the fact, the rolls are amended accordingly. If he does not notify the Registrar, they still vote 
by absentee ballot as if residing at his former address providing such address can be considered 
his place of residence by the terms of The Election Act. 


Registrars keep their rolls up to date throughout the year by the addition of new regis- 
tration and by noting changes of address forwarded to them by the electors concerned. The 
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names of deceased electors are struck off the rolls from information received from the Registrar 
of Vital Statistics. After a general election the poll books are checked and the names of the per- 
sons who are found not to have voted are sent postcards informing them that their names will 
be removed from the rolls if their reason for not having voted is that they no longer reside with- 
in the electoral division. If the postcards are returned to the registrar as undeliverable, he is au- 
thorized then to remove the names from the rolls. 


An intense registration campaign usually takes place immediately before the election. 
The Government decides the length of time of the campaign and the method to be used. Several 
years ago all rolls were cancelled and a complete registration took place. The method usually 
employed to keep the rolls up to date is to cancel rolls for certain electoral divisions and to have 
door-to-door canvas carried out by enumerators to compile new rolls for those districts. In other 
electoral divisions, a partial cancellation may take place with registration centered at convenient 
places for the use of electors. The rolls are produced by means of addressographic equipment with 
the basic information maintained on file cards and an addressographic plate. Each electoral di- 
vision compiles and maintains its own rolls and the copy for printing the rolls is run off the ad- 
dressographic plate. In a large electoral division such as Vancouver, the rolls are sometimes 
printed from the plates, but in the main the printing is done by commercial firms from the copies 
supplied. 


It is interesting to note that in a 11-month period for a permanent residence voting list 
in the Province of British Columbia, it cost $734,737.13 to maintain this list. In Alberta during the 
last Provincial Election in 1971, it cost the taxpayers $369,000 for enumeration which was ap- 
proximately 37% of the cost of the election. The committee after much deliberation have come 
to the concensus that there is no better system to get updated material with a reasonable degree 
of economy than that of enumeration. Therefore the committee recommends at this time that the 
present system of enumeration be maintained. The cost for a permanent voters list for the Prov- 
ince of British Columbia for a ten-year period works out to approximately $2 million. The cost 
for a ten-year period for enumeration in Alberta is approximately $800,000, a difference in ex- 
penditure of $1,200,000. 


The committee has made various recommendations and in order to clarify the report, 
pertinent sections from the present Act are included. 


SECTION 2 Definitions 


It is recommended that clause 3 be amended to include Red Deer in the definition of “city constitu- 
ency”’. 


3. “city constituency’ means the electoral divisions 
as constituted by the Legislative Assembly of: 


Edmonton—Calder Calgary—Bow 
Edmonton—Belmont Calgary—Foothills 
Edmonton—Beverly Calgary—McKnight 


Edmonton—Norwood Calgary—North Hill 
Edmonton—Kingsway Calgary—Mountain View 
Edmonton—Jasper Place Calgary—McCall 
Edmonton—Meadowlark Calgary—Millican 
Edmonton—Glenora Calgary—Egmont 
Edmonton—Centre Calgary—Glenmore 
Edmonton—Highlands Calgary—Elbow 
Edmonton—Gold Bar Calgary—Buffalo 
Edmonton—Strathcona Calgary—Currie 
Edmonton—Whitemud Calgary—West 
Edmonton—Parkallen Lethbridge—East 
Edmonton—Avonmore Lethbridge—West 
Edmonton—Ottewell Medicine Hat—Redcliff 
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SECTION 2 Definitions (Continued) 


It is recommended that clause 7 “‘election court” be struck out. 


7. “election court’? means a court constituted under 
The Controverted Elections Act for the trial of a 
petition or in case of an appeal therefrom the court 
for the hearing of the appeal. 


SECTION 3 Returning Officer 


A recommendation from the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly in respect of this section was con- 
sidered. 


Reena 3. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint 
a resident elector of an electoral division to be the return- 
ing officer of the electoral division for the purposes of or 
in connection with elections under this Act and plebiscites 
under this or any other Act. 


(2) Where a writ is issued for an election or plebiscite 
in an electoral division for which a returning officer has 
been appointed under subsection (1), that returning of- 
ficer shall be named in the writ as the returning officer 
for that electoral division. 


(3) In addition to performing the other duties required 
of a returning officer under this Act, a returning officer 
appointed under subsection (1) shall 


(a) from time to time review electoral subdivision 
boundaries, 

(b) make such advance plans and preparations as are 
feasible to enable an election or plebiscite, when 
called in his electoral division, to be proceeded with 
expeditiously and efficiently, 

(c) keep himself informed and knowledgeable on the 
requirements of this Act so that an election or 
plebiscite in his electoral subdivision may be con- 
ducted with due dispatch and propriety in the best 
interests of the electors and candidates, and 

(d) from time to time or as requested by the Clerk of 
the Legislative Assembly, investigate and study 
election practices and procedures for the purposes 
of instituting increased economy, efficiency and 
service to electors and candidates. 


(4) The appointment of a returning officer under sub- 
section (1) expires one year from the date it becomes ef- 
fective, unless during that time a writ is directed to him 
in which case his appointment expires 60 days after the 
election or plebiscite directed by the writ is held. 


(5) All returning officers appointed under subsection 
(1) shall be paid 
(a) an annual honorarium in the same amount, and 
(b) subsistence and travelling allowances at the same 
rate, 


which shall be prescribed by the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council. [,1956,..c. Mb Sse 21 960New2G S52] 
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SECTION 3 Returning Officer (Continued) 


The Clerk’s recommendation to the committee dated August 9th reads as follows: 


“I direct your attention to some confusion created by the present wording of section 3 of The Election 
Act. 


As you know, the intent of this legislation is to justify the occasional meeting of Returning Officers with 
the Clerk for review and updating exercises, especially when changes in the Act are made or polling 
subdivision boundaries are to be tightened. Basically, the legislation is aimed at facilitating procedures 
for a general election. However, recently, several Returning Officers have been required to officiate at 
liquor plebiscites and it must be assumed that these come within the ambit of section 3. 


What approaches a contradiction is presented in subsections (4) and (5). On the one hand, all Returning 
Officers who are appointed, for either a general election or a liquor plebiscite, “shall” be paid an honor- 
arium. However subsection (4) provides that an appointment expires 60 days after any election or plebiscite 
is held, giving little other time throughout the year for the duties set out in subsection (3). These duties 
are the basis on which the honorarium shall be paid. 


Additionally, it is not reasonable to review these matters with all Returning Officers every year; this 
is really only necessary when the Act is amended and just prior to any general election. 


I therefore propose consideration by your Committee of two minor amendments to subsections (4) and 
(5) as follows: 


(a) Strike out the words ‘the election or plebiscite’ in subsection (4) and substitute the words “a 
general election.” 


(b) Strike out the following words in subsection (5): 


“All returning officers appointed under subsection (1) shall be paid” and substitute the following: 
“All returning officers appointed under subsection (1), upon performing duties as set out in sub- 
section (3) at the request of the Clerk, may be paid.” 


Therefore the committee recommends two minor amendments to subsections (4) and (5) as 
follows: 


als 


2. 


Strike out the words “election or plebiscite’”’ in subsection (4) and substitute the words “a 
general election’’. 


Strike out the words ‘“‘All returning officers appointed under subsection (1) shall be paid’ in 
subsection (5), and substitute the following: “All returning officers appointed under sub- 
section (1), upon performing duties as set forth in subsection (3) at the request of the Clerk, 
may be paid’. 


SECTION 6 Ineligibility 


The committee recommends that subsection (1) (c) be struck out. 


Ineligibility @, (1) The following shall not be appointed or act as 
returning officer, deputy returning officer, election clerk, 
enumerator or poll clerk, namely: 


(a) a member of the Executive Council; 

(b) a member of the Parliament of Canada, or of the 
Assembly; 

(c) a minister, priest or ecclesiastic under any form or 
profession of religious faith or worship; 

(d) judges of federal courts and judges, magistrates or 
justices of provincial courts; 

(e) a person who at any time has been found guilty by 
a competent tribunal of any corrupt practice or who 
has been convicted by any competent tribunal of any 
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SECTION 6 Ineligibility (Continued) 


offence or dereliction of duty in violation of this Act 
or of any other Act previously in force in this Prov- 
ince relating to elections; 

(f) persons convicted of any indictable offence within 
the period of ten years preceding nomination day; 


(g) persons who are not electors. 
(2) If any such person acts as returning officer, deputy 
returning officer, election clerk, enumerator or poll cleck, he 


is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction 
to a fine of not more than $200. 11956,5c2155s86] 


SECTION 15 List of Electors 


reson 15. (1) A list of electors of the several electoral divi- 
sions of Alberta for use in a general election shall be made 
and revised at the time and in the manner hereinafter pro- 
vided. 


(a) for the purpose of making and revising lists of elec- 
tors hereunder the electoral divisions for which lists 
are to be made or revised shall be the electoral 
divisions set out in the Schedule of The Legislative 
Assembly Act; 


(b) upon receipt by the returning officer of an electoral 
division of the Province of the writ for the election 
he shall subdivide the electoral division into as many 
polling subdivisions as he deems necessary for the 
convenience of the voters, taking care to include 
every part of the electoral division in some polling 
subdivision; 


(c) upon making such subdivision, the returning officer 
shall, 

(i) in the case of an electoral division that is a city 
constituency, appoint under his hand in Form 
7, two resident electors of the electoral division 
as enumerators for each polling subdivision, 
and 

(ji) in the case of all other electoral divisions, 
appoint under his and in Form 7, one com- 
petent and reliable resident elector of the elec- 
toral division as enumerator for each polling 
subdivision; 

(d) every enumerator shall, before acting as such, take 
the oath of office in Form 8 which may be sworn 
before the returning officer, an election clerk, a 
justice of the peace, a commissioner for oaths or a 
notary public, who shall administer the oath free of 
charge; 


(e€) each enumerator immediately upon his having taken 
the oath of office shall compile a list of the persons 
qualified as electors for the polling subdivision at 
the election then pending, and the list shall 
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SECTION 15 List of Electors (Continued) 


(i) be in Form 9 and in quadruplicate, 

(ii) contain the names of the electors alphabetically 
arranged according to the first letter of their 
surnames and, in the case of a married woman 
or a widow, under her own given name and 
the surname of her husband, using the ab- 
breviation “Mrs.” as prefix, and 

(iii) give the occupation and residence of each elec- 
tor, including the number of his suite or room 
when an elector resides in an apartment block 
or a hotel. 


(2) In city constituencies the rules set out under the 
heading of ‘Rules for the Appointment of Enumerators” in 
the Second Schedule govern the appointment of enumera- 
tors. 1956, Cenld, S21 15:e1960" ch 25, si2] 


According to Sec. 15(c) (i) of the Act, enumerators must be obtained from within their electoral 
division. The Committee was advised that on many occasions, especially in urban areas, it has been 
very difficult to obtain the required number of enumerators from within the division. Therefore 
it is recommended that the Act be amended to provide two enumerators for each polling sub-di- 
vision in all constituencies and to provide further that if enumerators cannot be obtained within 
a polling division, they may be obtained from another polling division, or failing this from another 
electoral division. 


It is further recommended that: 


1. Subsection (1) (e) (ii) be amended to provide the elector with a choice of prefixes: ‘‘Miss”, 
—Ms. or “Nirs. 


2. Subsection (1) (e) (iii) be amended by striking out the word “occupation” and by substituting 
the words ‘‘mailing address’’. 


It is further recommended that within a city constituency the lists of electors be set out by streets 
and house numbers in a manner similar to that used for federal election lists. 


SECTION 1% Persons entitled to be registered as electors 


Sota res 17. (1) Except as provided in section 16, the persons 
be registered entitled to be registered as electors and to vote at an elec- 
apolertons tion under this Act are those persons mentioned in sub- 


section (2). 


(2) A person is qualified to be registered as an elector 
and to vote, who 

(a) on the day on which the writ was issued was a 
Canadian citizen or British Subject, 

(b) is of the full age of 19 years or will attain the full 
age of 19 years on or before polling day, 

(c) had, on the day on which the writ was issued resided 
in Alberta for at least 12 months immediately prior 
to that day, and 

(d) was, on the day on which the writ was issued, ordin- 
arily resident in the electoral division and polling 
subdivision in which he or she seeks to vote. 
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SECTION 17 Persons entitled to be registered as electors (Continued) 


(3) An elector shall be registered on the list of electors 
for the electoral division in which the elector ordinarily 
resided on the day on which the writ was issued, and on no 
other. [LOO Ce AO, Sai 


The committee recommends: 


1. That in subsection (2) (a) the words “British Subject” be dropped from the Act in accordance 
with the provision of time affixed in the Federal Election Act. 


2. That in subsection (2) (c) the clause “12 months immediately prior to that day” be changed 
to read ‘6 months prior to polling day’’. 


3. That clause (e) be added to subsection (2) to read as follows: ‘‘Nothwithstanding clause (a), 
as of June 26, 1975 a person must be a Canadian citizen in order to qualify as an elector’. 


SECTION 18 Rules of residence 


aera 18. For the purposes of registration of electors 
under this Act, residence shall be governed by the following 
rules: 


1. The residence of a person is the place in which his 
habitation is fixed and to which when absent there- 
from he has the intention of returning. 

2. A person does not lose his residence by reason of 
temporary absence from home. 

3. If a person leaves this Province with the intention 
of making his residence elsewhere he loses his resi- 
dence in Alberta. 

4. The place where a person’s family resides shall be 
deemed to be his place of residence unless he takes 
up or continues his abode at some other place with 
the intention of remaining there, in which case he 
shall be deemed to be resident at such other place. 

©. The residence of a single person is where such per- 
son usually sleeps. 

6. A change of residence can be made only by actual 
removal with the intention to remain permanently 
in another place. 


There can be only one residence. 


8. A person while he remains in Alberta shall be 
deemed not to have lost his residence therein until 
he acquires another. UI956 C1, Sale| 


a 


The committee recommends that Sec. 18 be amended to include the following residence provisions: 


1. For the purpose of a general election only and nothwithstanding anything in this Act, any 
person who during the period between the enumeration date and the polling day changes his 
ordinary place of residence from one polling division to another polling division in the same 
or another electoral division, if he is otherwise qualified as an elector and so elects: 


(a) may apply in person: 


(i) where he has moved to an urban polling division, to the returning officer ap- 
pointed for the appropriate electoral district, or 
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SECTION 18 Rules of Residence (Continued) 


Wag (28) (ii) where he has moved to a rural polling division, to the rural enumerator appointed 
for that polling division, during the sittings for revision, to have his name included in 
the list of electors for the polling division in which he is ordinarily resident at the time 
of his application; and 


(b) upon the inclusion of his name in the list of electors for the appropriate polling division, 
is entitled to vote at the polling station established for that polling division. 


The committee also recommends that the following sub-sections be included under Sec. 18 of the 
present Act. 


2. At a general election, a person shall be deemed to be ordinarily resident, on the enumeration 
date for an election, in a polling division in which he is temporarily residing while temporarily 
employed in the pursuit of his ordinary gainful occupation and is entitled to have his name 
included in the list of electors prepared for that polling division and is qualified to vote therein 
at the election, if he 


(a) is otherwise qualified as an elector; 

(b) has been in continuous residence therein since the date of the issue of the writ ordering 
the election; and 

(c) is on polling day still temporarily residing therein while temporarily employed in the 
pursuit of his ordinary gainful occupation. 


3. The spouse or dependant of a person mentioned in the above who has come to a polling sub- 
division for the purpose of occupying residential quarters during the course and as a result of 
the services performed by that person shall be deemed to be ordinarily resident on the enu- 
meration date in the polling division, if the spouse or dependant has been in continuous resi- 
dence therein since the date of the issue of the writ ordering the election. 


4. No person shall be deemed to be ordinarily resident on the enumeration date in residential 
quarters that are generally occupied only during some or all of the months of May to October, 
inclusive, and generally remain unoccupied during some or all of the months of November to 
April, inclusive, unless, at a general election only, such person has no residential quarters in 
any other electoral district to which, on the enumeration date, he might at will remove. 


5. A person shall, for the purpose of this Act, be deemed to be ordinarily resident on the enum- 
eration date in a sanatorium, a home for the aged, a chronic hospital or similar institution 
for the treatment of tuberculosis or other chronic diseases if that person has been in continu- 
ous residence therein for at least ten days immediately preceding the enumeration date. 


6. No person is qualified or entitled to vote at a by-election unless he continues to be ordinarily 
resident until polling day at the by-election in the electoral district in which is situated the 
polling division in which he was ordinarily resident on the enumeration date at the election. 


SECTION 34 Nomination Paper 


The committee recommends that the name of the candidate shall not include any title, degree or 
other prefix or suffix but may include a nickname. 


pieces 34. (1) A nomination paper is not valid nor shall it 
gi be acted upon by the returning officer unless 


(a) it contains a statement duly signed by the official in 
whose presence the signatures were made, setting 
forth that the same were in fact so made, 
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SECTION 34 Nomination Paper (Continued) 


(b) it states an address within the Province at which 
legal process and notices or other documents issued 
or to be served either under this Act or under The 
Controverted Elections Act may be served upon the 
candidate, 


(c) it contains or is accompanied by the consent in 
writing of the person therein nominated except 
where such person is absent from the electoral 
division, in which case such absence shall be stated 
in the nomination paper, 


(d) it contains or is accompanied by a statement duly 
signed by the candidate that he is qualified under 
section 32 to be a candidate at that election except 
where the candidate is absent from the electoral 
division. 

(e) the appointment, name and address of the official 
agent of the candidate 

(i) is set over the signature of the candidate, or 
(ii) where the candidate is absent from the electoral 
division, is filed on a separate sheet, 
and 


(f) it is accompanied by a deposit of one hundred dol- 
lars. 


(2) Upon the foregoing requirements of this section 
being complied with the returning officer shall give his 
receipt for the nomination paper and such receipt is in 
every case sufficient proof of the filing of the nomination 
paper and of the consent of the candidate. 

[LOS6s ce 15x si34: VOCT iat st 


SECTION 36 Deposit 


It is recommended that sub-section (4) be amended to stipulate that a prescribed size and form 
of advertisement be used for the advertising of election expenses. 


Deposit 26. (1) The returning officer shall accept the deposit 
mentioned in section 34, subsection (1), clause (f) if it is 
tendered 


(a) in Bank of Canada notes, or 


(b) by an order drawn upon and accepted by any 
Treasury Branch of the Province of Alberta, or 


(c) by a cheque drawn upon and accepted by any 
chartered bank doing business in Canada, or 


(d) partly in one and partly in another of such forms of 
tender, 


but he need not accept any form of tender of money other 
than one herein specified. 


(2) The sum so deposited by any candidate in an election 
shall, subject to subsection (4), be returned to him in the 
event of his being elected or if he obtains a number of votes 
at least equal to one-half of the total number of votes polled 
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SECTION 36 Deposit (Continued) 


for the candidate elected, or in the event of his withdrawal 
as provided in section 43. 


(3) In the case of the death of a candidate after being 
nominated and before the closing of the poll the sum so de- 
posited shall be returned to the personal representatives of 
the candidate subject to subsection (4). 


(4) If a candidate does not obtain the number of votes 
stipulated in subsection (2) the deposit less the cost of 
publishing the statement of election expenses as provided 
for in section 161 shall be transmitted by the returning 
officer to the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly and by him 
placed to the credit of the General Revenue Fund of the 
Province. [1 956,°C.15,.6S)- 062 1951, ¢c. 21.5585] 


SECTION 38 Procedure on nomination day 


The Committee recommends that in sub-section (1) (a) the words “shall proceed to the hustings, 
which” be struck out. 


Procedure 8. (1) Every returning officer on nomination day and 


on nomina- 


tion day at the place fixed in the proclamation 


(a) shall proceed to the hustings, which shall be at such 
place that all electors may have free access thereto, 


(b) shall at the hour of twelve o’clock noon read or 
cause to be read publicly in an audible voice the 
writ of election and the nominations that he has 
received, and 


(c) shall from time to time until two o’clock in the 
afternoon of the day so read further nominations 
as he receives them. 


(2) At the hour of two o’clock in the afternoon the re- 
turning officer 
(a) shall declare the nomination closed, and 


(b) shall announce in an audible voice the names of the 
several candidates. (1956 Cw loesro| 


SECTION 45 Deputy Returning Officer 


The committee recommends that Deputy Returning Officers in city constituencies should be pri- 
marily from the constituencies in which they are to be employed. If they are not available there- 
in, sub-section (2) be amended so that they may be obtained from another constituency within 
the same city. 


pen’. AS. (1) If a poll is to be held the returning officer or 

etieee election clerk shall, by a commission under his hand in 
Form 19, appoint a deputy returning officer for every poll- 
ing place. 


(2) No person shall be so appointed who is not an elector 
in the electoral division wherein the polling place for which 
he is appointed is situated. 
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SECTION 45 Deputy Returning Officer (Continued) 


(3) An enumerator if an elector in such electoral division 
may be appointed as deputy returning officer. 


SECTION 50 Constables 


The committee recommends that sub-section (1) be amended by authorizing the Returning Offi- 
cer and/or Deputy Returning Officer to appoint a constable. — 


Constables 5@. (1) The deputy returning officer may appoint a con- 
stable, but shall not do so unless he considers such appoint- 
ment necessary for the preservation of order at the polling 
place. 


(2) A constable so appointed shall take and subscribe an 
oath in Form 24 before the deputy returning officer or other 
person entitled to administer the same. [1956, c. 15, s. 50] 


SECTION 57 Rent for polling place 


The committee recommends that sub-section (1) be clarified by using the wording “the rent as 
contained in the Regulations for each polling place... .”. 


Rent ie! %@e (1) The rent for each polling place for which a 
place deputy returning officer is appointed shall be the amount 


fixed therefore by order of the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council, which amount shall include all charges for heating, 
lighting fixtures, lighting, caretaking and the use of table 
and chairs, if any, on the premises. 


(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), with respect to the 
city constituencies, the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
may fix the amount of rent for polling places, separate and 
apart from the other charges mentioned in subsection (1). 

[P1956 C715 "Ss. 57295 Gee oe ser] 


SECTION 58 Ballot Boxes 


It is recommended that sub-section (3) be amended to read as follows: ‘At least two days be- 
fore polling day, the Returning Officer shall deliver to each Deputy Returning Officer one ballot 
box and other materials set forth in Form 26.” 


Bale #8. (1) The Clerk of the Legislative Assembly shall pro- 
vide the returning officer with a sufficient number of ballot 
boxes. 


(2) The ballot boxes shall be made of some durable 
material, furnished with lock and key or metal seals and so 
constructed that the ballot papers may be deposited therein 
but cannot be withdrawn therefrom without unlocking or 
unsealing the boxes. 


(3) At least two days before polling day the returning 
officer shall deliver to each deputy returning officer one 
ballot box, which shall contain election material of the 
nature, number or quantity set out in Form 26. 
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SECTION 58 Ballot Boxes (Continued) 


(4) The property in the ballot boxes, ballot papers, mark- 
ing instruments, books, papers and documents procured for 
or used at an election is vested in the Crown. 

it: 956s.C: 95S. 5S? 1969. 1c. 267s... 8] 


SECTION 59 Ballot Papers 


The committee recommends that the words “together with his address” in sub-section (2) be 
struck out. The committee recommends that sub-section (3) be struck out. It is further recom- 
mended that sub-section (4) be amended to provide uniformity of alphabetical ballot listing in 
all constituencies. 


sue &®. (1) The returning officer shall cause to be printed 
on the paper furnished to him as hereinafter provided a 
sufficient number of ballot papers, not being less than 
twenty-five per cent more than the total number of electors 
in the electoral division. 


(2) There shall be printed on the ballot paper the name 
and surname of each candidate together with his address 
and political party or political affiliation as shown on the 
statement accompanying his nomination paper, and the 
name or names shall be printed first with type not less than 
the size known as “eight point, caps”, and the surname shall 
be printed second with type of the size known as “ten point, 
caps’’. 


(3) In the case of a city constituency, the ballot papers 
shall be printed in batches of one hundred, and shall be so 
printed that upon the first batch the surnames of the candi- 
dates are in alphabetical order, and that upon each succes- 
sive batch the alphabetical order of the surnames is altered 
only by advancing each name one position and by placing 
at the bottom of the list the name that appeared at the top 
of the list in the preceding batch. 


(4) In the case of any electoral division other than a city 
constituency the surnames of the candidates shall be printed 
in alphabetical order. 


SECTION 63 Special advance polls 


sa bapa G3. (1) The returning officer shall establish not more 
polls than three special polling places for the purpose of en- 
abling 


(a) electors who are invalids, and 
(b) electors who believe that they will necessarily be 
absent from their places of residence on the day 
fixed for the election 
to vote in advance at an election held in the electoral divi- 
sion in which those electors reside. 


(2) The advance polling places shall be established in 
central and convenient locations in each electoral division. 
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SECTION 63 Special advance polls (Continued) 


(3) An advance polling place shall be open between the 
hours of 11 o’clock in the morning and 9 o’clock in the 
evening of the Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday of the week preceding that of the election, 
but at no other times. 


(4) The returning officer shall, on the proclamation re- 
quired by section 13, publish the place, dates and time fixed 
for the holding of an advance polling. 


(5) Except as provided in this section, an advance pol- 
ling shall be conducted and all things done in respect 
thereof in the same manner as is provided by this Act for 
the conduct of an election in the electoral division in which 
the advance poll is located. 


(6) The poll clerk at an advance poll shall after the 
name of each voter record in the poll book and in a column 
headed ‘‘Remarks’’, a note that such person has signed the 
declaration referred to in section 64, subsection (5). 


(7) The deputy returning officer shall at all times after 
the opening of the advance poll take every precaution to 
prevent any person whomsoever other than the poll clerk 
during the voting from having access to the ballot box. 


(8) At the close of an advance poll on each day, the 
deputy returning officer and the poll clerk and also any 
candidate or agent of a candidate present who desires to 
do so shall seal the ballot box in such manner that it cannot 
be opened nor any ballot papers deposited in it without 
breaking the seals. 


(9) No seals placed on the ballot box shall be removed 
between the opening of the advance polling and the time 
fixed for the closing of the polls on election day, except 
only at the opening of the advance poll on the second, third, 
fourth and fifth days’ voting, and then only those seals 
shall be removed as may be necessary to permit the in- 
sertion of ballot papers in the ballot box. 


(10) At the close of the advance poll on the fifth day 
(a) the deputy returning officer and the poll clerk 
and also any candidate or agent of a candidate 
present who desires to do so shall seal the ballot 
box in such a manner that it cannot be opened 
nor ballot papers deposited in it without breaking 
the seals, and 
(b) the deputy returning officer shall take charge of 
and safely keep the ballot box until the close of 
poll on election day when he and the poll clerk 
shall proceed as directed by section 96. 
[1956,"c. 15,%ss, 25, 63) 64° 1969Ne. 2676591 


The committee recommends: 
1. That sub-section (1) be changed to read “The returning officer shall establish not more than 
four special polling places’. 


2. That advance polls be held on the Saturday and Monday preceding election day, the ninth 
and seventh days before polling day. 
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3. That Monday be designated as Election Day. 


That sub-section (3) be amended to read as follows: 

“Advance polls shall be open between the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and eight 
o’clock in the afternoon of Saturday and Monday, the ninth and seventh days before the or- 
dinary polling day, and shall not be open at any other time.” 


D. That sub-section (10) (a) be clarified by rewording it to read “the deputy returning officer 
and poll clerk shall seal and also any candidate or agent .. .”. The committee felt that this 
section was worded poorly and the interpretation could mean that the ballot box would have 
to be sealed by a candidate or anybody that desires to do so. By rewording, it leaves the 
onus on the deputy returning officer and the poll clerk. 


SECTION 64 Application to vote at advance poll 


The method and application to vote at an advance poll was discussed in some length. It is recom- 
mended that there should be no swearing-in at an advance poll. There should be a copy of the 
voters list at the advance poll. It a voter’s name does not appear on the list, an enumerators 
certificate will be required. Everyone who votes at an advance poll must sign an affidavit as the 
records of the polls are of primary importance in revising the list for election day. 

It is therefore recommended that the relevant section from the Federal Act be adopted into the 
Provincial Act to read as follows: 


“Where the ballot boxes have been distributed to the ordi- 
nary polling stations before the returning officer has col- 
lected the Records of Completed Affidavits for Voting at 
an advance poll, he shall notify each deputy returning offi- 
cer concerned by the best means available of the names of 
the electors appearing in the Record of Completed Affi- 
davits for Voting at an Advance Poll that are on the list of 
electors for his polling station and shall instruct him to 
strike those names off that list and each Deputy Returning 
Officer so instructed shall forthwith comply with those 


instructions.” 
pve lieaticn @4. (1) In this section “election officer’? means, 
advance (a) in a city constituency, the returning officer of 


poll the city constituency, or 


(b) in any other electoral division, the enumerator 
of the polling subdivision, 
in which the applicant resides. 


(2) An elector who considers it necessary to vote at 
an advance poll may, at any time 
(a) after the list of electors has been posted, and 
(b) before the approved copy has been given to the 
deputy returning officer, 
apply to the election officer for an advance poll voting 
certificate. 


(3) Where the applicant’s name appears on the list 
of electors for the polling subdivision, the election officer 
shall 

(a) give the applicant an advance poll voting cer- 

tificate in Form 14, and 

(b) write opposite the name of the elector on the list 

of electors the words “Advance Poll’. 
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SECTION 64 Application to vote at advance poll (Continued) 


(4) Where the applicant’s name does not appear on the 
list of electors for a polling subdivision, if the applicant 


(a) takes the oath in Form 30, before the election 
officer, and 


(b) is vouched for by an elector 
(i) whose name appears on the list of electors, 


(ii) who is resident in the same polling subdivision 
as the applicant, and 


(iii) who takes the oath in Form 31 before the 
election officer, 


the election officer shall 


(c) give the applicant an advance poll voting certificate 
in Form 14 on the back of which is endorsed the 
name and particulars and number on the list of 
electors of the elector who vouched for the appli- 
cant, and 


(d) enter on the list of electors the name and par- 
ticulars of the applicant and the words “Advance 
Pou 


(5) An elector to whom an advance poll voting certificate 
has been given may, at any time the advance poll is open, 
present the certificate to the deputy returning officer in 
charge of the advance polling place, but before being allowed 
to vote the deputy returning officer shall require him to 
make and sign the declaration in Form 14 in addition to 
any other oath that may be required of voters under this 
Act, and the declaration shall be attached to the certificate 
and kept by the deputy returning officer with his other 
records. 


(6) A person who corruptly 


(a) for the purpose of obtaining from an election 
officer an advance poll voting certificate, makes 
to the officer any false statement, or 


(b) forges or fabricates an advance poll voting cer- 
tificate or any name thereon, or not being the 
person named therein presents any such certificate 
to any deputy returning officer or poll clerk at any 
polling place, or 


(c) makes a false statement in any declaration made 
before a deputy returning officer, or 


(d) after having obtained an advance poll voting cer- 
tificate votes or attempts to vote at any other than 
the advance poll, except upon the surrender on 
election day of the certificate as is provided for 
in section 65, or 


(e€) in any other manner contravenes this section, 
is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to 
a fine of not less than $50 or more than $1,000 and in de- 
fault of payment to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
90 days. [1956;"c) 15).ss°25,°63-719695 226, s. 9] 
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SECTION 65 


Voting at advance poll 


The committee recommends that this section be amended to follow the Federal Act stating: 


Voting at 
advance 
poll 


SECTION 68 


“No elector who has taken and subscribed to an affidavit 
for voting at an advance poll is entitled to vote on the ordi- 
nary polling day.” 


65. (1) Where the list of electors indicates that an 
elector has received an advance poll voting certificate, the 
election officers at the elector’s home polling place on 
polling day shall deem him to have already voted. 


(2) Nothwithstanding subsection (1), where an elector 
who has obtained an advance poll voting certificate does 
not vote at the advance poll, he may vote on polling day at 
the polling place at which his name appears upon the list 
of electors if before voting he surrenders his advance 
poll voting certificate to the deputy returning officer, who 
shall then and there cancel the certificate and the entry 
concerning it on the official list of electors, and thereupon 
the elector is entitled to vote as if the certificate had not 
been issued. [1956,-¢7 15,5263: 1969. °c. 26,.s. 9] 


Opening the poll 


The committee recommends: 


1 


2. 


3. 


That the Returning Officer should designate one Deputy Returning Officer as being respons- 
ible for order throughout the building in which there may be multiple polls. 


That sub-section (3) be amended to read “In any electoral division . . .” 
“other than a city constituency” and adding the following: “but not more than one of such agents 
shall be at the polling place at one time.” 


striking the words 


That sub-section (4) be struck out and sub-section (5) renumbered as sub-section (4). 


Opening 
the poll 


68. (1) The deputy returning officer shall attend at the 
polling place at least fifteen minutes before the hour fixed 
for opening the poll. - 


(2) During such fifteen minutes agents and voters en- 
titled to be present in the polling place during voting hours 
are entitled 

(a) to have the ballot papers intended for use thereat 
counted in their presence before the opening of the 
poll, and 

(6) to inspect the ballot papers and all other papers, 
forms and documents relating to the poll. 


(3) In any electoral division other than a city constitu- 
ency 
(a) each candidate may appoint in writing not more 
than three electors of the electoral division as 
agents to represent him at each polling place, 
(b) in the absence of such appointments two electors of 
the polling subdivision on their own request may act 
as such agents, and 
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SECTION 68 Opening the poll (Continued) 


(c) each agent or elector acting as agent shall, on being 
admitted to the polling place, take the oath of 
secrecy in Form 47. 


(4) In a city constituency 


(a) each candidate may appoint in writing one elector 
of the electoral division as agent to represent him 
at each polling place, 


(b) in the absence of such appointment one elector of 
the polling subdivision on his own request may act 
as such agent, and 


(c) each agent or elector acting as agent shall, on being 
admitted to the polling place, take the oath of 
secrecy in Form 47. 


(5) An agent bearing a written authorization from the 
candidate is entitled to represent the candidate in preference 
to and to the exclusion of any two electors not authorized 
in writing. (1.956; ¢...L5,4s, 66 | 


SECTION 74 Swearing-in poll 
The committee recommends that Section 74 be deleted. 


a 74. (1) The returning officer of a city constituency 

shall establish a swearing-in poll for the constituency which 
may be situated at a convenient place in or outside the con- 
stituency and may be operated in conjunction with similar 
polls of other city constituencies. 


(2) Where two or more swearing-in polls are operated 
conjointly, the same person may act as deputy returning 
officer or poll clerk for the swearing-in poll of more than 
one city constituency. 


(3) Except as provided in this section and section 75, the 
polling at a swearing-in poll shall be conducted and all 
things shall be done in respect thereof in the same manner 
as is provided in this Act for ordinary polls. 

[196 RGe26es5 Ly 


SECTION 7% Voting at advance poll 


The committee recommends: 


1. That the rules for swearing-in be changed in order that the deputy returning officer, poll 
clerk or agent of any candidate be authorized to swear in voters not enumerated. Returning offi- 
cers, poll clerks, or agents of candidates would be authorized to swear in as many people as deemed 
necessary provided that they were known by the election officials. 


2. That if an individual is not known within the electoral boundaries or polling station he would 
have to be sworn in by someone that knows him or by means of an affidavit taken by the deputy 
returning officer. 
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SECTION %5 Voting at advance poll (Continued) 


moore Gabe (1) Subject to compliance with subsection (2), a 
poll person whose name does not appear on the list of electors 
may vote 


(a) at the polling place for the polling subdivision in 
which he resides, or 

(b) if he resides in a city constituency, at the swearing- 
in poll for the constituency in which he resides, 


upon application to the deputy returning officer thereof 
while the poll is open. 


(2) If an applicant whose name does not appear on the 
list of electors 


(a) takes the oath in Form 30 before the deputy re- 
turning officer, and 


(b) is vouched for by an elector 
(i) whose name appears on the list of electors, 
(ii) who is resident in the same polling subdivision 
as the applicant, and 
(iii) who takes the cath in Form 31 before the 
deputy returning officer, 


the deputy returning officer shall 


(c) cause the name and particulars of the applicant to 
be entered in the poll book, followed by the name 
and particulars and number on the list of electors 
of the elector who vouched for him, followed by 

the word “sworn’’, and 

(d) in an electoral division, other than a city con- 
stituency, cause the applicant’s name to be added 
to the list of electors with the word “sworn” writ- 
ten thereafter, 


and thereupon the applicant may vote. 
(3) No elector shall vouch for more than one applicant. 


(4) For the purpose of vouching, an elector may be per- 
mitted to enter and remain in a polling place. 


(5) A person 


(a) who votes or who attempts to vote under this sec- 
tion knowing he has no right to vote, or 


(6) who takes a false oath, or 
(c) who falsely vouches for an applicant voter, or 


(d) induces or procures or attempts to induce or 
procure or who aids and abets any other person to 
vote or attempt to vote under this section, know- 
ing that person has no right to vote, 


is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction 

to a fine of not more than $100 and in default of payment 

to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 90 days. 
[1956 cet is 2725 1969 ren26rs. 11] 


21 


pe Report of the Special Committee of The Legislature established to review The Election Act 


SECTION 84 Hospital voting 


The committee recommends that sub-section (5) be amended to include the City of Lethbridge 
and that Schedule 6 be amended accordingly. 


Hees! @4. (1) Where by any means it is made to appear to 
; the returning officer, at any time after nomination day and 
not later than the second day before polling day, that there 
are in a hospital situate within his electoral division not 
less than ten patients who are then entitled to vote at the 
election then being held in that electoral division, the re- 

turning officer 


(a) shall appoint a deputy returning officer and a poll 
clerk to take a poll of the votes of the patients then 
being inmates of the hospital but of no other per- 
sons whatsoever, and 


(b) shall fix a period on election day for the taking of 
the poll, and appoint the times at which the poll 
shall be opened and closed. 


(2) During the time fixed for taking the poll, the deputy 
returning officer and poll clerk, accompanied by an officer 
of the hospital and by the representatives of the candidates, 
if any, 


(a) shall attend with a ballot box upon such patients 
as the superintendent or other person having charge 
of the hospital certifies to the deputy returning 
officer in writing under his hand to be bona fide 
patients in the hospital, and to be well enough to 
vote, and 


(b) shall take the vote of any such patient who wishes 
to vote. 


(3) Every hospital at which a poll is taken under this 
section is a polling place within the meaning of this Act 
and section 68 to 97 apply, mutatis mutandis and so far as 
the same are applicable, to the holding of a poll under this 
section and to all proceedings in connection therewith or 
incidental thereto. 


(4) In this section and the Sixth Schedule “hospital” 


(a) includes a sanitorium, rest home and home for the 
aged or infirm, but 


(b) does not include a hospital within the meaning of 
The Mental Health Act. 


(5) Subsections (1) to (3) do not apply in the City of 
Edmonton and the City of Calgary to which the Sixth 
Schedules applies. 


[1956,.ced5, s.8491960) e225 se 851969. Chzonse.| 
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SECTION 95 Parcels of ballot papers 


The committee reviewed sub-section (4) (a) and suggests the wording be clarified and recommends 
that it be changed to read: “(a) one copy of the statement shall be “included” rather than “at- 
tached”’. 


hi ittiond 95. (1) All the valid ballot papers shall be examined 
by the deputy returning officer and the number of votes 
given to each candidate shall be counted on one of the 
tally sheets supplied, full opportunity being given to those 
present to examine each ballot paper. 


(2) The poll clerk and as many as three witnesses 
shall be supplied with a tally sheet upon which they may 
keep their own score as each vote is called out by the 
deputy returning officer. 


(3) After the number of votes recorded for each candi- 
date has been ascertained the result may be announced to 
the public. 


(4) The deputy returning officer shall make out a state- 
ment in triplicate in Form 36, which statement shall forth- 
with be signed by him and the poll clerk and such of the 
agents of the candidates as are present and desire to sign it, 
and 


(a) one copy of the statement shall be attached to the 
poll book, 


(b) another copy shall be retained by the deputy return- 
ing officer, and 

(c) the third copy shall be enclosed by the deputy re- 
turning officer in a separate envelope supplied for 
the purpose, and handed to the returning officer, or 
placed in the ballot box. 


SECTION 104 Application to enforce election return 
The Attorney General’s Department recommends the following: 


“Under the provisions of The Controverted Elections Act, any defeated candidate or any person who, 
at the time any election was held, was a qualified elector of an electoral division in question may petit- 
ion to a judge of the Supreme Court against the undue return or undue election of any candidate of that 
election and the form of the petition is set out in the Schedule to that Act as Form A. In both section 
11(2)(b) and section 21(6) there is reference to a candidate being guilty of any acts in contravention of 
any of the provisions of sections 122 to 129 of The Election Act. Section 27 of The Controverted Elections 
Act provides for an appeal as of right to the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court. Section 31 provides 
that nothing in The Controverted Elections Act ‘. . . shall be construed to authorize the judge to count or 
recount the ballots cast at any election, but the count of such ballots or the recount, if any, under The 
Election Act shall be considered conclusive.” 


“Under section 104 of The Election Act there is provision for any person aggrieved or any elector 
who voted at any election to apply to a judge of the Supreme Court for a mandamus commanding a 
returning officer to perform the duty required under section 104(1) that he is shown to have omitted. 
Under section 105 there is provision for an application to a district court judge by way of an appeal 
with respect to any decision of a returning officer or for a recount or final addition of votes cast at 
any election. Section 107(1) makes it clear that the decision of the district court judge in all appeals from 
the decision of a returning officer is final and section 108(1) provides for an appeal from the district 
court judge with respect to a recount or final addition. 


“Unfortunately, section 108(2), (3), (4), and (5) refer to the Registrar of the Supreme Court - - 
a term which normally is used in connection with the Registrar of the Appellate Division - - although 
a reading of the entire section suggests that the appeal is to a trial judge of the Supreme Court. In ad- 
dition section 108(7) refers to the Supreme Court Judge certifying his decision to the “Judge of the 
district court.” 
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SECTION 104 Application to enforce election return (Continued) 


“Sections 113 to 134 of The Election Act establish certain offences, some of which are stated to be 
“ a corrupt practice” within the meaning of the Act notwithstanding the fact that section 2.4 defines the 
words “corrupt practice.” Sections 135 and 136 of The Election Act suggest that an election court - - 
which is defined by section 2.7. as meaning “ a court constituted under The Controverted Elections Act 
for the trial of a petition of in case of an appeal therefrom the court for the hearing of the appeal” - - 
determine whether or not a candidate or an agent is guilty of a corrupt practice and section 137 sets out 
the effect of such a determination by an election court. Section 138(1), by inference, provides an appeal 
by a person other than a candidate who is found guilty of a corrupt practice by way of an appeal under 
The Controverted Elections Act to the Alberta Appellate Division. 


“Sections 144 to 151 of The Election Act establish certain offences together with the penalties for 
the same and under section 152(1) proceedings for the imposition of punishment by fine, penalty or im- 
prisonment for violation of any of the provisions of The Electicn Act, where not otherwise prescribed 
therein, to be brought summarily before the judge of the district court of the judicial district in which 
the violation was committed. The judge sits and acts as a summary conviction court under the provisions 
of part XIV of the criminal code and the provisions of that part except as specifically excepted under 
The Election Act, apply mutatis mutandis to such proceedings. Section 152(2) of The Election Act pro- 
vides as follows: 


“No appeal lies from the decision of a district court judge under this section except in cases in- 
volving offences declared to be corrupt practices and punishable by imprisonment, whether alone 
or in addition to a pecuniary penalty or fine, in which cases an appeal lies from a conviction to 
the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court and the appeal is subject to the Alberta Rules of Court 
in civil matters.” 


“Under rule 738 of the Alberta Rules of Court (part 56, CROWN PRACTICE RULES IN CIVIL 
MATTERS) an order in the nature of mandamus may be granted upon application by notice of motion 
returnable before the court. Rules 437 to 439 cover the claim by an ordinary claimant for mandamus 
by issue of a statement of claim. 


“Accordingly, in view of the above circumstances, consideration should be given to the following 
amendments of The Election Act: 


ly As to section 104, by striking out the word ‘‘mandamus” and substituting the words “an order in the 
nature of mandamus” with respect to the application to a trial judge of the Supreme Court. 


Be. In section 105(1) the words “by way of originating notice of motion” should be inserted after the 
words in the second line thereof “by himself or his agent.” 


Se The words “the Registrar of the Supreme Court” should be deleted from sections 108(2), (3), (4), 
and (5) and the words “the Registrar of the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court’ substituted. 


4. The provisions for the hearing of the appeal set out in section 108 should be struck out and the 
provisions for an appeal to the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court in the terms set out in sections 
27 to 30 of The Controverted Elections Act substituted. 


(SECTIONS 104 to 108 inclusive included in the above recommendations) 


Spek roe EO4,. (1) If a returning officer wilfully delays, neglects 
election or refuses 


ee (a) to add up the votes, or 
(b) to declare elected the candidate having the largest 
number of votes, or 


(c) to give his casting vote where he is by law required 
to do so, or 


(d) to make the return as required by this Act of the 
candidate having the largest number of votes, 


the person aggrieved or any elector who voted at the elec- 
tion may apply to a judge of the Supreme Court for a 
mandamus commanding the returning officer to perform 
the duty that he is shown to have omitted. 


(2) The notice shall be served upon the returning officer 
and upon any person who was a candidate at the election. 
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SECTION 104 


SECTION 105 


Appeal 


SECTION 106 


Procedure 
on ap 


Application to enforce election return (Continued) 


(3) In other respects the provisions of The Judicature 
Act and the rules made thereunder apply to such applica- 
tion. 


(4) Nothing in this section affects or impairs any other 
right or remedy of the person aggrieved. 
L1950,c. lors. 10891951, C; 21,'s. 24] 


Appeal 


105. (1) Where, upon the application of a candidate 
by himself or his agent and made within eight days after 
the day on which the returning officer has announced the 
result of the count and declared the name of the candidate 
elected, then, if the applicant deposits within the said time 
with the clerk of the court as security for costs the sum of 
one hundred dollars in legal tender or by a cheque for the 
amount drawn upon and accepted by any chartered bank 
doing business in Canada or drawn upon and accepted by a 
Treasury Branch of the Province of Alberta, the judge may 
in writing appoint a time and place 


(a) to hear and determine an appeal from any decision 
of the returning officer, and 

(b) where the same is asked, to recount or finally add 
up the votes cast at the election. 


(2) Where the application is limited to an appeal or 
appeals from any decision or decisions of the returning 
officer and does not involve a recount, the security for costs 
provided in subsection (1) shall be ten dollars. 


Procedure on appeal 


106. (1) At the time and place appointed in the 
presenee of the persons mentioned in section 105, sub- 
sections (7) to (12), the judge 


(a) shall hear and determine appeals from the decision 
of the returning officer in respect of any vote or 
ballot paper, or recount all the votes or ballot 
papers returned by the several deputy returning 
officers, as the case may be, and 


(b) in the case of a recount shall open all the sealed 
envelopes containing 
(i) the used ballot papers that have been counted, 
(ii) the rejected ballot papers, 
(iii) the cancelled ballot papers, 
(iv) the declined ballot papers, and 
(v) the unused ballot papers. 


(2) The judge shall as far as practicable proceed con- 
tinuously allowing only time for refreshment and excluding, 
except so far as he and the persons present otherwise agree, 
the hours between six o’clock in the afternoon and nine in 
the following morning. 
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SECTION 106 Procedure on Appeal (Continued) 


(3) During such excluded time and time for refreshment, 
the judge shall place the ballot papers and other documents 
relating to the election in a closed container and under his 
own seal and the seals of such of the persons present as de- 
sire to affix their seals, and shall take all other necessary 
precautions for the security of such papers and documents. 


(4) The judge shall in the case of a recount proceed ac- 
cording to the rules for the counting of the ballot papers by 
a returning officer at the close of the poll and shall verify 
and if necessary amend the statement of the poll. 


(5) The judge may, upon an appeal from the decision of 
the returning officer as hereinbefore provided, receive such 
oral evidence as may be adduced by any of the parties to the 
appeal in respect of the ballot paper or ballot papers ap- 
pealed against. 


(6) Upon the completion of the recount the judge shall 
seal up all the ballot papers in their separate envelopes and 
upon the completion of a final addition he shall seal up the 
original statements in their respective envelopes. 


(7) Where either party requests him to do so, the judge 
shall number the disputed ballot papers on the back and 
enclose them in a separate envelope. 

[PTO56 CL, sero 


SECTION 107 Appeal from decision of Returning Officer 


Sl ca pom 107. (1) The decision of the judge on all appeals from 

returning the decision of the returning officer is final and if no 

rag recount or final addition has been demanded the judge shall 
forthwith certify the result to the returning officer, who 
shall then forthwith declare elected the candidate who, 
taking into account the result of the appeals, has the largest 
number of votes. 


(2) When there has been a recount or final addition 
the judge shall delay sending his certificate to the return- 
ing officer for two days after the completion of the recount 
or final addition in order to permit of an appeal as provided 
in this section. 


(3) If no notice of appeal is given to the judge within 
two days after the completion of the recount or final 
addition, the judge shall forthwith certify the result to the 
returning officer, who shall then forthwith declare elected 
the candidate having the largest number of votes. 


(4) In case of an equality of votes the returning officer 
shall determine the candidate to be declared elected by 
application of the proper regulations in the Schedules. 


(5) The cost of appeals and of the recount or final ad- 
dition shall be in the discretion of the judge, who may order 
by. ety to whom, and in what manner the same is to be 
paid. 
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SECTION 107 


SECTION 103 


Appeals from 
decision 

on recount 
or final 


addition 


Appeal from Decision of Returning Officer (Continued) 


(6) The judge shall tax the costs and shall as nearly as 
possible follow the tariff of costs with respect to proceed- 
ings in the district court. 


(7) When costs are directed to be paid by the applicant 
the moneys deposited as security for costs shall so far as 
necessary be paid to the party entitled thereto. 


(8) If the moneys deposited are insufficient, execution 
for the balance may issue out of the district court upon 
the judge’s order. PtIo0, Calor s., 111 197s G 2. S20) 


Appeals from decision on recount or final addition 


108. (1) If a party desires to appeal from the decision 
of the judge upon the recount or final addition, he may 
do so by giving to the opposite party or parties, and to 
the judge, within two days after the completion of the 
recount or final addition, a notice in writing of his inten- 
tion to appeal and he may, by the notice, limit the appeal 
to specified ballot papers. 

(2) When the appeal is limited the judge shall seal up in 
a separate packet the ballot papers that are the subject of 
the appeal and shall forward them together with the notice 
and a certificate showing his findings with regard to the 
ballot papers in dispute by registered post to the Registrar 
of the Supreme Court. 

(3) If the appeal is not limited the judge shall forward 
all the ballot papers and other papers to the said Registrar 
and in either case he shall await the result of the appeal 
before sending his certificate to the returning officer. 

(4) The judge shall upon request allow each party to 
make a copy of the certificate of his findings before it is 
forwarded to the Registrar. 

(5) On receipt of the ballot papers and notice, the 
Registrar shall forthwith obtain an appointment, from one 
of the judges of the Supreme Court, for hearing the appeal 
and shall notify the parties or their solicitors of the time so 
appointed. 

(6) The time appointed for hearing the appeal shall not 
be more than ten days from the date of the appointment. 

(7) At the time appointed the judge of the Supreme 
Court shall recount the ballot papers or such of them as are 
the subject of appeal, or review the final addition, as the 
case may be, and shall forthwith certify his decision to the 
judge of the district court, who shall conform to the de- 
cision and certify the result without delay to the returning 
officer, who shall then forthwith declare elected the candi- 
date having the largest number of votes. 

(8) In case of an equality of votes the returning officer 
shall determine the candidate to be declared elected by 
application of the proper regulations provided by this Act. 

(9) The judge of the Supreme Court may direct by and 
to whom the costs of the appeal shall be paid. 

956,46 15, s. 112] 
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SECTION 114 Penalty 


It is recommended that the word “printed” be deleted from sub-section (1) and read: ‘‘(1) Every 
advertisement, .. .” 


Penalty 24. (1) Every printed advertisement, handbill, pla- 
card, poster or dodger having reference to any election shall 
bear upon its face the name and address of its printer and 
publisher. ; 


(2) Any person printing, publishing, distributing or post- 
ing up, or causing to be printed, published, distributed or 
posted up, any document referred to in subsection (1), un- 
less it bears upon its face the name and address of its 
printer and publisher, is guilty of an offence and liable on 
conviction to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 


(3) A person 


(a) displaying within or on the outside of any building 
used for a polling place, or 


(b) distributing within such building, 
any election circular, card, poster, bill or other paper on 
polling day is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars. 


(4) Where a person displays any circular, card, poster, 
bill or other paper contrary to subsection (3), the returning 
officer may cause the same to be removed and neither the 
returning officer nor any person acting under his instruc- 
tions is liable for trespass or damages resulting from or 
occasioned by the removal thereof. 

[ 1956. c. 15, 3S. 11S 1960 Tew come 


SECTION 123 Furnishing of meals 
The committee recommends that sub-section (1) be amended to include the word ‘drugs’. 


pbrate nd 123. (1) A candidate shall not nor shall any other per- 
son provide or furnish meat, drink, refreshment, or make 
any other provision at the expense of such candidate or 
other person at a meeting of electors assembled for the 
purpose of promoting the election previous to or during the 
election or pay or promise or engage to pay therefore, but 
nothing herein extends to meat, drink, refreshment or pro- 
vision furnished to a meeting of electors by or at the ex- 
pense of any person at his usual place of residence where 
such a residence is a private house, nor to the furnishing 
of meals by or on behalf of a candidate to any person acting 
as agent for the candidate at any poll or polling place. 


(2) A person contravening this section is guilty of an 
offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding one 
hundred dollars. 


(3) A contravention of this section is a corrupt practice 
within the meaning of this Act. LL95G ne wl comic at 
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SECTION 124 Donations 


The committee recommends that the prohibition in regards to donations, etc. in sub-section (1) 
applied from the date of issuance of the Writ. 


Donations E24. (1) No candidate at an election, and no person who 
has been nominated or selected as a candidate for election 
by any political party or group of individuals at a conven- 
tion, or by petition, request or otherwise, shall, at any time 
after his nomination or selection as aforesaid, and before 
the holding of the poll, if any, at the election, make or 
promise to make directly or indirectly a subscription or 
donation of any kind whatsoever for any religious, charit- 
able or philanthropic purpose or to any society or associa- 
tion. 


(2) No person shall solicit any subscription or donation 
from any candidate or person during the period mentioned 
in subsection (1). 


(3) A contravention of this section is a corrupt practice 
within the meaning of this Act. [19560) ce 1D, sei2s] 


SECTION 125 Treating 
The committee recommends that sub-section (1) be amended to read as follows: 


“(1) A candidate who corruptly, himself or by or 
with any person or by any other way or means on his be- 
half at any time after the issuance of the Writ for an elec- 
tion directly or indirectly .. .” 


The wording clarified is ‘after the issuance of the Writ” and the committee is in agreement that 
this section should only be empowered after the Writ has been issued. 


Treating 125. (1) A candidate who corruptly, himself or by or 
with any person or by any other way or means on his behalf 
at any: time either before or during an election directly or 
indirectly 


(a) gives or provides or causes to be given or provided, 
or 

(6b) is accessory to the giving or providing of, or 

(c) pays wholly or in part any expenses incurred for, 
any meat, drink, refreshment or provision to or for any 
person, in order to be elected or for being elected or for the 
purpose of corruptly influencing such person or any other 
person to vote or refrain from voting at an election is guilty 
of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of not more 
than two hundred dollars, in addition to any other penalty 
to which he may be lable therefor. 


(2) The giving of meat, drink, refreshment or provision 
to electors extensively or generally by a candidate or by his 
agent or the taking part therein by either of them or giving 
the same wholly or partly at the expense of a candidate or 
his agent is prima facie proof of an offence under this sec- 
tion. 
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SECTION 125 Treating (Continued) 


(3) It is not a sufficient answer to a charge of corrupt 
practice under this section that the person charged has been 
in the habit of treating. 


(4) An offence under this section is a corrupt practice 
within the meaning of this Act. [1 956.¢. 15,:SH129)] 


SECTION 130 Impersonation 


The committee recommends that sub-section (2) be changed to a fine of One Thousand Dollars 
instead of Four Hundred Dollars as before. 


severe 130. (1) A person is guilty of the offence of imper- 
sonation who 


(a) at an election applies for a ballot paper in the name 
of another person whether living or dead, or of a 
fictitious person, or 


(6) having already voted applies at the same election 
for a ballot paper in his own name, or 


(c) votes more than once at the same election. 


(2) A person who commits or who directly or indirectly 
aids or abets, counsels or procures the commission of the 
offence of impersonation is guilty of an offence and liable 
on conviction to a fine of four hundred dollars, and to im- 
prisonment for a term not exceeding one year. 


(3) An offence under this section is a corrupt practice 
within the meaning of this Act. [1956, c. 15, s. 134] 


SECTION 131 Appointment by fraud 


The committee recommends that sub-section (1) (b) be changed to a fine of One Thousand Dollars 
instead of Four Hundred Dollars. 


Appoint- Reb. (1) A person who 


ment by 
fraud ; Q : 
(a) procures an appointment as deputy returning officer 


or poll clerk by false pretence, deceit or other im- 
proper means, or 


(b) acts as deputy returning officer without lawful au- 
thority, 
is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of 
four hundred dollars, and to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding one year. 


(2) An offence under this section is a corrupt practice 
within the meaning of this Act. [19956: Glos Sled 
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SECTION 135 Effect of corrupt practice 
SECTION 136 Extenuation in case of corrupt practice 


These sections should clearly provide for a hearing by a judge of the district court of the judicial 
district in which any corrupt practice was alleged of any charge of corrupt practice. 


penne 135. If an election court determines and reports that a 
practice corrupt practice has been committed by a candidate or by 


his agent, whether with or without the actual knowledge 

and consent of the candidate, the election of the candidate 

is ipso facto void except as provided in section 136. 
P9565 C.715,9S. 109 | 


“eye 136. If an election court determines that an agent of a 
corrupt candidate is guilty of a corrupt practice that would other- 
practice 


wise render the election void, and further finds 


(a) that no corrupt practice was committed at such elec- 
tion by the candidate personally and that the cor- 
rupt practice of the agent was committed contrary 
to the order and without the sanction or connivance 
of the candidate, 


(b) that the candidate took all reasonable means for 
preventing the commission of corrupt practices at 
such election, 


(c) that the corrupt practice was of a trival, unimport- 
ant and limited character, and 


(d) that in all other respects so far as disclosed by the 
evidence the election was free from any corrupt 
practice on the part of the candidate and of his 


agent, 
then the election of the candidate does not become void by 
reason of the corrupt practice. [1956; c. 15,.s:) 140] 


SECTION 138 Disqualification of person other than candidate 


It is recommended that this section be reworded to delete the reference to The Controverted 
Elections Act and to provide for an appeal from a district court judge to the Appellate Division 
of the Supreme Court of Alberta with respect to both conviction and sentence arising out of a 
charge of corrupt practice. 


Disealite 2388. (1) A person other than a candidate 
Gan sia (a) who is found guilty of a corrupt practice in a pro- 
yam ceeding in which after notice of the charge he has 


had an opportunity of being heard, or 


(6b) who upon his own evidence given at the trial of a 
petition has been found guilty of a corrupt practice 
and has been reported therefor, 

unless such finding and report have been reversed or set 
aside on appeal under The Controverted Elections Act, is 
during the eight years next after the date of his being found 
guilty, subject to the penalties and disabilities mentioned in 
section 137. 
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SECTION 1388 Disqualification of person other than candidate (Continued) 


(2) No person is subject to the penalties and disabilities 
referred to in subsection (1) by reason of 


(a) a mere technical breach of law, or 


(b) an act not being an intentional violation of law. 
[1956.6 415, 160142 | 


SECTION 152 Enforcement of Act 


It is recommended that this section be reworded to provide for an appeal to the Appellate Divi- 
sion of the Supreme Court of Alberta as to both conviction and sentence from a decision of a district 
court judge under section 152(1). 


Sy icempems 132. (1) Proceedings for the imposition of punishment 

by fine, penalty or imprisonment for violation of any of the 
provisions of this Act where not herein otherwise prescribed 
shall be brought summarily before the judge of the district 
court of the judicial district in which such violation was 
committed, sitting and acting as a summary conviction 
court under the provisions of Part XXIV of the Criminal 
Code, and the provisions of that Part, except as herein 
specially excepted, apply mutatis mutandis to such proceed- 
ings. 


(2) No appeal lies from the decision of a district court 
judge under this section except in cases involving offences 
declared to be corrupt practices and punishable by imprison- 
ment, whether alone or in addition to a pecuniary penalty 
or fine, in which cases an appeal lies from a conviction to 
the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court and the appeal 
is subject to the Alberta Rules of Court in civil matters. 

P1956 Cra 5s so 156] 


SECTION 158 Payment of election expenses 


The committee recommends that a sub-section be included following (2) “Personal expenses” to 
read as follows: 


“Expenditures made on behalf of the election of the member shall be declared in the 
following manner: 


1) by the party; 
2) by the candidate; 
3) by the agent.” 


The committee recommends that sub-section (2) (d) be amended by deleting the words ‘keep of 
horses” and change “driver” to ‘operator of conveyance’. The committee recommends that in sub- 
section (4) (c) “hire of horses” be deleted. It was suggested that the Legislative Council be in- 
structed to include all mode of conveyances in this particular section. 
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SECTION 158 


Payment 
of election 
expenses 


Payment of election expenses (Continued) 


138. (1) No payment other than those relating to the 
personal expenses of a candidate and no advance, loan or 
deposit shall be made by or on behalf of a candidate before, 
during or after the election on account of the election other- 
wise than through his official agent. 


(2) “Personal expenses” when used in this section in- 
cludes the following expenses, and payment therefor may 
lawfully be made by the candidate personally: 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


(e) 


reasonable and bona fide rent or hire of halls or 
other places used by a candidate personally in which 
to address public meetings of electors, and the ex- 
penses incurred in heating, lighting and cleaning 
the same; 


reasonable, ordinary and necessary travelling and 
living expenses of the candidate: 


reasonable, ordinary and necessary travelling and 
living expenses of one speaker for each meeting who 
accompanies the candidate and travels with him for 
the purpose of speaking at a public meeting to be 
addressed by the candidate; 


reasonable and ordinary charges for the hire and 
keep of horses and hire of conveyances for the use 
of the candidate in travelling to and from public 
meetings and in canvassing in the electoral division 
and reasonable and ordinary charges for the ser- 
vices and maintenance of a driver; 


reasonable and ordinary charges for use by the can- 
didate personally of not more than one conveyance 
and the services of a driver on the polling day. 


(3) The onus is upon the candidate to show that the 
personal expenses paid by the candidate were fair, reason- 
able and proper and not in excess of what is ordinarily paid 
for similar services and accommodation. 


(4) The contracting for or the receipt of ordinary and 
reasonable charges 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


by the owner or possessor of a hall or room in 
which to hold bona fide public meetings for the 
purposes of the election, or 


by a printer for printing lists of electors, election 
addresses or advertisements or notices of election 
meetings, or 


by any person for the hire of horses or vehicles used 
in connection with and for the proper purposes of 
the election and not for carrying voters otherwise 
than by the candidate in a conveyance provided for 
in subsection (2), clause (é), 


is lawful and does not disqualify such owner, printer or 


other person from voting. 


[#O56;e? L5s:7162) 


33 


34 Report of the Special Committee of The Legislature established to review The Election Act 


SECTION 161 Statement of Election expenses 


The committee recommends that each political party participating in an election shall file and 
publish a statement in all daily newspapers of Provincial election expenses, notwithstanding per- 
sonal expenses reported by a candidate. It is also recommended that once the Writ is issued a 
political party must register and if not registered cannot be identified with a candidate on a ballot 
paper. This registration must take place annually by March 31, and political parties must register 
through the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 


pogo Gk. (1) A detailed statement of all election expenses 
expenses incurred by or on behalf of a candidate, including payments 


in respect of his personal expenses, shall 


(a) within two months after the polling day, or 

(b) where by reason of the death of the creditor no 
claim has been sent in within such period of two 
months, then within one month after the claim has 
been sent in, 


be made out in Form 48 and signed by the official agent 
who has made the payment, or by the candidate in case of 
payments made by him, and delivered to the returning 
officer together with the bills and vouchers relating there- 
to. 


(2) The deposit of a candidate shall not be returned to 
him unless he and his official agent have complied with sub- 
section (1) and the cost of the publication of the statement 
as required by subsection (3) shall be deducted from the 
deposit before it is returned. 


(3) The returning officer within fourteen days after 
receiving the statement shall publish it in a newspaper pub- 
lished or circulating in the electoral division and the return- 
ing officer shall mail a copy of the statement, together with 
a copy of the newspaper in which the statement was pub- 
lished, to the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 


(4) The returning officer shall preserve all such bills and 
vouchers and shall during the six months next after they 
have been delivered to him permit any elector to inspect 
them on payment of a fee of twenty-five cents. 


(5) A candidate or official agent who makes default in 
complying with subsection (1) and a candidate who fails to 
deliver or cause to be delivered to the returning officer any 
statement or other document required by subsection (1) to 
be delivered to the returning officer whether by himself or 
by his official agent, is guilty of an offence and liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of not less than twenty-five 
dollars for each day he is so in default. 


(6) An agent or candidate who wilfully furnishes to the 
returning officer an untrue statement is guilty of an offence 
and liable on conviction to a fine of four hundred dollars. 


(7) Where a candidate is one of a slate of candidates 
contesting an election in an electoral division on behalf 
of the same politica) party, any expenses incurred on 
behalf of the slate of candidates generally may be appor- 
tioned equally among the candidates on the slate of candi- 
dates, and the expenses so apportioned to a candidate shall 
be deemed to constitute a proper expense of the candidate, 
but shall be shown on the candidate’s statement of expenses 
as an apportioned expense. Lt9DS els 4465) 
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In summary the Committee recommends to the Assembly the following changes in The Election Act 
which have heretofore been elaborated on. 


Exclusion of term “British Subject” from citizenship qualifications. 


Lethbridge be included under Schedule 6 which authorizes special hospital voting procedures 
for Edmonton and Calgary. 


In regard to rural enumeration, time should be stated in the Act as to the availability of the 
issuance of advance poll certificates. 


Inclusion of the residence and mailing address on List of Electors in rural areas. 


In city constituencies, enumeration be listed by streets and house numbers instead of in al- 
phabetical order, e.g., McQueen Rd., 14432 Chambers, Thomas. 


. Duration of residence qualification should be reduced to six months from the current twelve 


month period. 


Regarding rules of residency, an individual can be registered during the period between the 
enumeration date and polling day if he changes his place of ordinary residence from within 
one polling station to another within the same electoral division. 


Temporary workers may have names added to list of electors if qualifying as a voter under 
The Election Act by contacting the enumerator within the respective constituency in which 
he is working. 


Temporary workers’ spouses to qualify, same as a temporary worker under the above. 
Election Day to be fixed on Monday. 


. Advance polls to be held for two days only being the Saturday and Monday preceding Election 


Day. 
If voting at an advance poll and name is not on list, voter would have to sign an affidavit 
which would be forwarded to the polling station at which voter would normally vote. 


A candidate may appoint not more than three agents to represent him at each polling place 
in any constituency but no more than one agent to be at polling station at one time. 


Regarding swearing-in at polls on Election Day, the deputy returning officers, poll clerks and 
candidate’s agents be authorized to swear in if the applicant is known to them. In the case 
where the voter is not known, a voucher must be obtained. 


For a person impersonating another voter, the fine be increased to One Thousand Dollars from 
Four Hundred Dollars. 


. Political parties must be registered. 


Political parties must publish party expenses incurred during the election. 


The section regarding corrupt practices should not be used until after the issuance of the 
Writ. 
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The committee also has administrative recommendations as follows: 


GOR ee ae 


Stocking of ballot boxes early in strategic locations in the Province. 

Seals should be larger. 

Adhesive seals should be used. 

Polling stations should not be in a private home and also should be on ground floors. 
Mileage should be paid for enumerators. 


Swearing in of constables in polls should either be done by the returning officer or the deputy 
returning officer. 


Name of enumerator and address to be included on all voters lists. 
Name of enumerator to be published in local papers. 
Voters list should be printed or typed. 


The committee desires to express its thanks to individuals for their written submissions and recom- 
mendations, and also to the Attorney General, the Minister of Health and Social Development and 
the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly for their valuable contribution in compiling this report. 


Respectfully submitted by the Special Committee of 
The Legislature established to review The Election Act. 
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